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Improvisation: the teaching of improvisational skills will be an integral part of the 
overall aims/objectives per term. This should be done in a structured way across three 
terms (an academic year) so that there is a sense of progression. Of course, no matter 
how each term's dates are arranged, it is still likely that one of the key issues that needs 
to be addressed is how to manage mixed ability classes. As things stand, it is not 
possible to provide a detailed plan until applications are processed and we know what 
range of abilities we are dealing with. The range may be from complete beginner (in 
terms of improvisational ability not the playing of an instrument) to fairly advanced. It is
important that the marketing of said terms does not preclude anyone from applying; 
the point being that we don't wish to turn anyone away and instead see that there is an 
opportunity as individual teachers or otherwise to help individual applicants get up to 
speed before joining us. The entry level for students has still not been determined in any
detail (with reference to specific instrumental requirements) and perhaps it will be the 
case that improvisational experience is in fact not a prerequisite. Therefore, from the 
offset, we should be planning our scheme of work around the possibility of running 
mixed ability classes with a the full range of abilities in this regard. 

Whilst end of term DGK concerts will provide very limited scope for students to 
demonstrate their improvisational abilities (rhythm section players and individual 
soloists), the more likely practical outlet is the proposed monthly JAZZKLUB events 
hosted by DGG. As mentioned previously, the aim of these is to appeal to both a paying 
audience (that have come to see a concert) and students/guest players who also wish to
participate in a 'jam' session most likely afterwards (?). It is therefore proposed that 
BANDSKOOL'S improvisational classes should focus mainly on what would be required 
for students to participate in the JAZZLUB sessions. And therefore, on that account, 
JAZZKLUB needs to plan a programme of tunes that can become a part of its repertoire 
and which can form the basis of BANDSKOOL'S improvisation classes. The programme 
needs to reflect the full range of abilities from simple tunes to complex ones. 

Therefore, there needs to be a discussion about what tunes to include in the JAZZKLUB 
repertoire; and which could also be a part of DGG'S repertoire.

So...let's discuss a list of tunes. Then we need to start thinking about how we can teach 
our students to improvise the tunes. It isn't necessarily just about 'taking a solo' – 
certainly as far as the rhythm section instruments are concerned. But we all need to 
know how we are going to go about teaching improvisation around the tunes. 

I will say this: it would not be a good idea to launch into BeBop. Instead, the best place 
to start is with relatively simple chord progressions that don't require a lot of theory to 
explain; and have discernable melodies that can be improvised around. 



Let's be clear: we need to make students aware of a convergence of approaches that 
allow us to improvise well. Theory is an important element but it is not everything. 
However, we do need to know enough theory to teach that approach. And it isn't just 
about knowing the theory – but being able to apply it to a musical end!

This is what needs thinking through.  

  


